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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT : Conversations with Dr. Hugh L. Dryden, Deputy ASministrator,
NASA, on 21 September 1960

25X1

1. I arrenged to see Dr. Dryden in his office in order to insure that
HABA st Edwards Alr Force Base took no further action toward implement:

their long standing interest |
mhﬂ X-15 flights between Wendover Alr Force Base and Bdwards Alr
'orce base.

Colonel Geary last week asucceeded in calling off the Alr Force
portion of the laterest of which I speak, but st the same time 4t was he
who suggested that a visit to Dr. Dryden might be in order on the NABA por-
tion of the problem.

2. Dr. Dryden was not familisr with eny change in what he had under-
stood to be the dropping of interesﬂ ifor the X-15, and he 25X1
s8id he would cell E&wards end spesk to Mr. Paul Blekle there %o make sure

that no further actlion was teken. We left this sublect with an under~

stending that if I 4id not hear from Dr. Drydemn, I could essume that the

matiter had been properly solved.

3. I expressed spprecilation on behalf of the Agency and Kelly
Johnson for NASA's cooperation arranged by Dr. Dryden in the use of the
high speed tunnel at Ames Laboratories for flight simulation tests on
OXCART. I also inguired if Dr. Dryden was swere of any significant infor-
mation on the question of sonic boom tests which might have escaped notice
by the Air Force, which body had been negotiating with NASA recently on
this subJject. Ho said that he was not and felt that the information made
avallable to Oeneral Estes was complete. He 814 mske reference to recent
tests confucted |wheretn 25X1
supersonic alreraft flew measured courses st extremely low level asgainst
instrumentation furnished by NASA and againet tethered animals in order to
provide the Air Force with information on the biology of blest. I told

ARt P e

B aonoi s
Lg ":_" ) U TR : 5

]

. | e Has ‘ <:,.'. ERES SN
Approved For Release 2002/08/21 ; GtA-RDF81B00BT9R001800030032-] 25X1
R UKTE: REVIEYER:]




Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP81BOOS79R0£)T1 000030032-7

QXC-089h
Page 2

bim that QGeneral Flickinger had mentioned these tests to me, but I had
never seen any of the results. He said that the Aly Force had residusl
interest in determining the extent to which sonic boom et low level could
be employed tsctically against ground troopa. I told him that I felt
that we could obtain these test results through General Flickinger with
very little difficulty.

L. Dr. Dryden then discoursed briefly upon & recent visit from
Mr. Bissell when the subject of additional support which possibly might
be derived from new TIROS satellites furnishing cloud photography in
advance of CORONA firings as a means of insuring greater operational
reliabllity on the latter vehicle. He inquired into the circumstances
surrounding the unfortunste dieappearance of the lest capsule, stating
that he had been out of the country In Switzerland at the time and had
not therefore been eble to follow the matter too closely in the press.
He asked 1f the guality of the end produck was a matter of Joy or disap~
polntment to the intelligence community. I told him that in my humble
Opinicn, the results were extremely gratifying, leading us to the belief
that an effective operational linkage might some day be made between low
or medium resoluition satellite photography and the more precise photogrephy
posaible from high resolution carried in supersonic aireraft. Dr. Dryden
stated that he understood thet BHD was preparing a major briefing for NASA
and presumably other high officials interested in the space progrem and
that Dr. Glennen had talked about the possibllity of obtaining the Presi-
dent's airplane to fly a party from Waghington to the Cosst to attend the
meeting. He sald that he 414 not believe this briefing would deal with
the CORONA agpects of DISCOVERER, but rather with launch, orbit, recovery,
and telemetry aspects. I told him I was not avere of this briefing, but
would like to look into it.

5+ Dr. DryGen then mentioned the Second International Congress in
the Aeronautical Beiences recently held in Zurich. A Dr. Walter Georgii
of the Deutche Forschungsanstalt fir Seglfiug in Munich had dslivered an
interesting paper on physics of the Jet stream. In conversations with
Ir. Dryden and Dr. Theodor van Ksrmann following this paper, Georgii had
expresged keen interest in obtaining the use of an United States Alr Force
aireraft to conduct with his own instrumentation resesrch in Jet stream
phenomena between West Germany and North Africs. Apperently without being
prompied, Dr. van EKarmann suggested that BASA might be willing to make a
U«2 available for this purpose. No declsion wss taken on this matter, but
Dr. Dryden msked {f we wight have a cover interest in looking into this
matter further. I told him thet 1f the first requirement was that this
type of flying haft to be done in the arsas Ir. Georgil mentioned, I had
grave doubts thet we could accomplish this. ©On the other hand, 1if the
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results could be obtained from flights within the United States, we might
well be interested. I then gave him a thumb nail sketech of the proposal
I have discuseed with General Flickinger for s United States based U-2
detachment working under the eponsorship of the Space Scilence Board of
the National Acsdemy of Sciences. S8B has a program of valld solentific
objectives that mre well within the grasp of the U2, but I indicated
that in view of the fact that Flickinger had recently advised me that
888 had been gobbled up on this particulayr program by NASA, I had some
doubts as to vhether Dr. Glennen would sit still for even s partial NASA
involvement in snything having to 4o with the U-2, Without answering me
directly, he indicsted that Dr. Glennen was still actively sensitiged to
the subject of the U-2. On this pleassnt note our convergation ended.

SIGNED

JAMES A. CUNNINGHAM, JR.
Agaistant Chief
DB/P-IPD
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